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A word from Pastor Ashley...

Happy New Year! Where were you on New Year’s Eve?  Were you with
friends? Family? Did you get to watch the ball drop? Or were you fast
asleep?

There’s a tradition known to many, that when the clock strikes midnight, a
toast is given, kisses ensue, and a familiar song is sung:

“Should old acquaintance be forgot, and never brought to mind? Should old
acquaintance be forgot, and old lang syne? For auld lang syne, my dear, for
auld lang syne, we'll take a cup of kindness yet, for auld lang syne. And surely
you’ll buy your pint cup, and surely I'll buy mine! And we'll take a cup o’
kindness yet, for auld lang syne.”

“Auld Lang Syne,” a well known Scottish melody, is translated in English as
"long, long ago.” It is a song about long lasting friendship, thankfulness, and
expectation for the new year. The more I think about the song (and attempt to
learn its words) I can’t help but think of all of you! Many of you have been
friends of the Mission for years. Your support is what allows us to meet the
needs of thousands of people each year. Cheers to you, “for auld lang syne!”

Another interesting tid-bit about this song is that, it is a common practice that
when the song is sung, everyone joins hands with the person next to them to
form a large circle. At the beginning of the last verse, everyone crosses their
arms across their chest, so that the right hand reaches out to the neighbor on
the left and vice versa. When the tune ends, everyone rushes to the middle,
while still holding hands. When the circle is re-established, everyone turns
under the arms to end up facing outwards with hands still joined.

As supporters of the Mission, you are a part of a large, interwoven circle. In
this new year, with arms latched, let us turn outwards, towards the world, to
do the mission God has set forth for us.

Thank you for welcoming me into this ever growing circle. It is an honor and
a privilege. This new year holds promise for our best one yet!

May God bless you and keep you,

Rev. Ashley and staff

Mission
Possible!

ASSIGNMENT

Jesus looked at them and
said, “With man this is
impossible, but with God all
things are possible.”

The year, the theme at the
Urban Mission is
“MISSION: POSSIBLE.”

We’re using the Scripture
passage from Matthew 19:26
to motivate and inspire all
who come through our doors.

Yes, with God all things are
possible!

Join us as we embark on a
new  year, with new
opportunities, and a renewed
mission!

Join us for
“MISSION: POSSIBLE.”

“Listening With Compassion; Serving With Love”




A Blessed Year at Urban Mission

€ is for God’s children, big and small, young and old, and
all those in between.

H is for their many hands, outstretched with want and
need.

R is the realization that we’re all God’s children, and
there is so much of His work to do.

I is the inspiration provided by Him to get us on the move.
S is our starting point, this very moment, right now, today!

T is to turn the world upside down, as Christ did at his
birth, to show everyone The Way.

M s for all to be in mission, to share the reason of
Christ’s birth.

A is for all our brothers and sisters in Christ to be able to
live with Peace on Earth!!

S s for our Savior, born to show us The Way. There’s
much to be done, so let’s begin...this moment, right now,
TODAY!!!

It was indeed a blessed 2011 at Urban Mission Ministries.
There were new ideas that were tried and with the love and
support of so many people in this Ohio Valley, they were
successful. 1 would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone that helped in 2011 to make it the exciting and
successful year that it was.

Let’s look at 2012 with more new ideas. The Lord’s work
is never done, and we can continue to touch the hearts of
many more of our friends with His story. It is through the
work that is accomplished at the Mission that His story is
told. And we need the continued love and support from all
of you.

If you’ve never visited the Mission, I challenge you to
make that one of your resolutions for the New Year, 2012.
Call us and arrange a tour so that you can see all that we
are and what we do. Then you can choose what you would
like to do as a project. Just give me a call at 282-2911.

May each of you be blessed with a healthy, happy and
prosperous New Year!!!

~Linda L. Smith, Program Director

Get Connected!

Looking for an easy way to stay up-to-date on the happenings at
Urban Mission? Connect with us on Facebook. Just type in,
“Urban Mission of Steubenville, OH” in your Facebook search
bar. There you can see past events and pictures, upcoming
events and even meet some of our staff. Log on and connect

with us today!
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Hutton House Thanks

The beginning of a new year always leaves us
reflecting upon the old. As I reflect upon 2011 at
the Shelter, I picture the many faces of those who
were provided a warm bed, hot meals and a
hand-up in the world.

In thinking back over the
recent Christmas holiday, I
can’t help but smile and give §
thanks to God for his
blessings upon the Shelter.

On behalf of all the families

that were helped at Hutton House, I thank you for
all of your donations throughout the year and the
Holiday season. What a joy to hear the children
laugh; giggle; and see the smiles on the
parents faces when they also received gifts.
Hearing the children say, “Ms. Debbie, I got this
or that for Christmas” and to see their eyes light
up and hear how happy they were, warms my
heart. And for that, I say, thank you, thank you,
thank YOU!!

As we start the New Year let us continue to keep
the feeling of the Holiday season in our hearts and
work hand in hand to help people in need.

~Debra Bryan, Hutton House Shelter Divector

Mission Rejoice Calendar Open

The Calendar is open for those
wishing to serve as a Host Church for
our Saturday evening Mission Rejoice
Services in 2012. We invite singing
groups, Sunday School classes, UMW’s
and groups of all kinds to serve as a Host Church.

Mission Rejoice is held on Saturdays at 6 p.m.
Churches/Groups can provide the meal and
preaching, or one or the other. To schedule your
night of ministry, call Rev. Toni at 740-282-8010.

Applications Available Soon

Applications for the Robert E. Hutton
Scholarship and JOSHUA Home = ]
Repair Program will be available 7 S
beginning February 1. Watch our next
newsletter for additional details.




Parish Nurse News: National Eye Care Month

According to the Centers for Disease Control, the leading causes
of blindness and vision impairment in the United States are
age-related diseases such as macular degeneration, cataract,
diabetic retinopathy, and glaucoma. Let’s review some facts
about each of these disorders.

Age-related macular degeneration (AMD) is an eye disorder that
is associated with aging. The results of this disorder are damage
to sharp and central vision, which is needed for tasks such as
reading and driving. This disorder affects the macula or central
part of the retina which allows the eye to see fine details. There
are two forms of AMD, wet and dry. The wet form occurs when
abnormal blood vessels grow behind the retina which leads to
blood and fluid leakage. The dry form is more common and
occurs when the macula thins over time as part of the aging
process. Both forms lead to central vision loss.

Another cause of vision loss is a cataract, which is a clouding of
the eye’s lens. It is the leading cause of vision loss in the United
States. Although cataracts can occur at any age, we hear about
them causing vision problems in the elderly. A cataract can be
surgically removed and is usually done today in an outpatient
setting.

Diabetic retinopathy is a complication of diabetes and is the
leading cause of blindness in adults in the United States. There is
progressive damage to the blood vessels of the retina, which leads
to vision problems in both eyes. The risk for developing diabetic
retinopathy can be decreased by good management of diabetes.
When the disorder is diagnosed early, treatments can be done to
reduce the risk of vision loss. That is the reason why it is so
important for persons with diabetes to manage their diabetes and
to have their eyes checked by a health professional on a regular
basis.

Glaucoma is a group of diseases that damage the optic nerve and
result in vision loss and potentially blindness. Most cases of
glaucoma are associated with increased pressure within the eye,
but some cases have been found in persons with normal eye
pressure.

It is very important to have your eyes checked on a regular basis.
Check with your ophthalmologist or optometrist about the
frequency of your eye exams. Eye exams can include not only
vision testing, but examination of the internal eye structures and
intraocular pressure measurement. If your eye exam does not
include all of the above, ask about these examinations. Conditions
that can lead to vision loss and blindness may be found by these
examinations and treated before the vision loss becomes
permanent.

For additional information about these eye disorders, go to the
CDC website at www.cdc.gov and click on Eye and Vision
Health.

~Michalene A. King, PAD, RN, CNE

NCDC News:
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Lupus Support and Education
(Meetings are at 6 PM unless otherwise noted.)
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(Schiappa Library)
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